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UM MANSFIELD CENTER PLANS FOURTH PACIFIC RETREAT
MISSOULA -
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at The University of Montana will host the 
fourth Mansfield Pacific Retreat in Kumamoto, Japan, May 29-June 1. Titled "Environmental 
Issues and Technology in the Asia-Pacific Region: Common Issues, Shared Solutions," the 
retreat will focus on urban air quality.
The event will be hosted in cooperation with the Kumamoto Prefectural Government, 
which leads Montana’s sister state in Japan. Participants will include 75 high-level 
representatives in the private and public sectors and academia from China, Japan, Korea and 
the United States.
The Pacific Retreat is based upon the values and legacy of Mike Mansfield, who served 
the state of Montana for 34 years in the U.S. Congress and then as ambassador to Japan for 11 
years. The retreat promotes common dialogue on sensitive issues between leaders in the United 
States and Asia in an attempt to foster trust and mutual respect.
"These retreats, which take place in relaxed settings, are examples of informal 
diplomacy at its best," said Mark Johnson, who directs the retreats.
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Topics to be discussed include emissions reduction, waste incineration, the use of 
technology applications and threats to human health.
A featured lecture will examine community responses to environmental disasters, using 
as examples Montana’s Clark Fork River Superfund site and the related Minamata mercury 
poisoning disaster in Japan. Sandra Stash, vice president of ARCO Environmental 
Remediation, will be a guest commentator at the lecture. Montana also will be represented by 
Mark Simonich, state director of environmental quality; state Sen. Steve Doherty, Senate 
minority leader; and state Rep. Cindy Younkin, vice-chair of the House Natural Resource 
Committee.
The U.S. group will be led by Melinda Kimble, former acting assistant secretary of 
state, who led the American delegation at the Kyoto Global Climate talks.
Previous Mansfield Pacific Retreats have taken place in Poison, Bigfork and Beijing 
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